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LIBRARYPREFATORY NOTE

MY friend, Mr W. W. Baggally, an

experienced investigator of super-

normal phenomena, has set down

some of his experiences in connexion with the

subject of Telepathy, and I heartih^ commend

his book to the public as the record of a careful,

conscientious, and exceptionally skilled and

critical investigator. It would be difficult to

find anyone more competent by training and

capacity to examine into the genuineness of

these subtle and elusive phenomena, which

yet are of the utmost importance in the

development of psychological science. Tele-

pathy, or the direct action of mind on mind

apart from the ordinary channels of sense,

opens a new chapter; it is not a coping-stone

completing an erection, but a foundation-stone

on which to build.

OLIVER J. LODGE
V
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TELEPATHY
PART I

GENUINE TELEPATHY

SIR WILLIAM F. BARRETT, one of the

founders of the Society for Psychical

Research, more than forty years ago

tried some experiments which led him to

believe that something then new to science,

which he provisionally called ** thought trans-

ference " and which is now known as

** telepathy,'* really existed.

At the first general meeting of the Society,

on the 17th July 1882, he read a paper entitled

** First Report on Mind Reading/'

Since that date the Society has carried out

a great number of experiments which tend to

show that telepathy is a scientific fact. The
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evidence for its existence is twofold—that

which can be gathered experimentally, and

that which arises spontaneously. To the

first category belong those experiments in the

transmission of the images of drawings or

diagrams by means of an effort of the will of

a person known as the agent to the mind of

another person designated the percipient,

when the transmission is carried out other-

wise than through the ordinary channel of the

senses. To the second category belong those

hallucinations of seeing a person at the

moment of death or at a crisis, evidence for

which has been obtained abundantly by the

Society for Psychical Research and has been

embodied in the work Phantasms of the

Living, and in the Census of Hallucinations

—a report on which appeared in the Proceed-

ings of the Society in 1894.

There are several theories to explain the

action of telepathy. The first compares it to

wireless telegraphy. On this hypothesis it

is supposed that it is due to ethereal wave

action :—Thought causes motion in the brain

cells of the agent, the cells then impart motion

to the surrounding ether in the form of waves
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which impinge on the brain cells of the

percipient and give rise to a corresponding

thought to that which started the ethereal

wave motion.

This theory offers great difficulties. An
opponent to it points out that '* A wireless

message is transmitted hy a succession of

single ethereal wave impulses produced by

the electric sparks at the starting station and

received by the coherer at the receiving

station, whereas a diagram to be transmitted

would require a number of brain-waves pro-

duced simultaneously and arranged in the

form of the diagram."

Another mode of putting the matter

recently advanced is that the agent does not

transmit his thought, but that the percipient

reads clairvoyantly what is in the agent's

mind.

There is also the spiritualistic theory. It

is asserted that an external entity, or spirit,

conveys the images or thoughts from one

mind to another.

Another theory is that telepathy takes

place in the subconscious mind, and that the

subconscious mind of the agent is in communi-
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cation with the subconscious mind of the

percipient by means of the universal mind

underlying all things and of which individual

subconscious minds form part.

Not one of these theories has been accepted

as proved by the Society for Psychical

Research. In cases of spontaneous telepathy

it is now generally believed that the appear-

ance of a person at the time of death or at a

crisis is not caused by an objective bodily

ghost, but arises from a telepathic impact

from the agent formulating itself into his

image in the mind of the percipient.

In the case of two persons seeing an appari-

tion at the same time, this may be due to the

two percipients receiving each, separately, a

telepathic impression, or there may be only

one percipient who telepathically impresses

the hallucination on the mind of the second

person.

I will now proceed to relate some cases of

telepathy which have come under my personal

observation. My first experiment in the

transmission of images of drawings and dia-

grams took place in the rooms of the Society

for Psychical Research in May 1902. A
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private lady, Miss M. Telbin, acted as

percipient, and I acted as agent. There

were present at the time Mr J. G. Piddington,

Honorary Secretary of the Society, and Mr
Thomas, the then Acting Secretary.

During the first experiment Miss Telbin,

who was a stranger to me, sat with her back

towards a large opaque screen. In front of

her stood a small table upon which rested a

crystal ball. She was asked to gaze at the

crystal and to describe any vision that might

appear to form itself therein. I may

parenthetically remark that the object of

crystal-gazing is to concentrate the mind and

to withdraw it from outward influences. The

vision seen in the crystal does not exist

objectivel}^ but only in the mind of the seer.

On the other side of the screen, entirely

hidden from the view of Miss Telbin, sat Mr
Piddington and myself. This gentleman

proceeded to take from a box, which was

behind the screen and on the floor between

his and my chairs, various articles, and to

hand them silently, one at a time, to me. I

then concentrated my thoughts successively

on each article. Miss Telbin gave an account
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of what she saw in the crystal, and Mr
Thomas, who sat in such a position that both

Mr Piddington and myself were hidden from

his view, took notes of what occurred.

The first article handed me was a Windsor

Magazine, on the cover of which there was an

engraving of Windsor Castle. I concentrated

my thoughts on this engraving, and Miss

Telbin then gave a description of the

vision that presented itself to her mental

view\

She first observed that she could see

trees on the left side of the picture, and

cottages also on the left, and that there was

water.

These details were correct so far as they

went, but the subsequent details that she

gave were incorrect, and the experiment was

abandoned as a failure. I then replaced the

magazine in the box from which it had been

taken, so that Miss Telbin had no opportunity

of seeing the magazine during the experiment

nor after.

Other experiments were being tried when

Miss Telbin spontaneously said that she had

had a vision of Windsor Castle.
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This experiment may be regarded as a case

of deferred telepathy.

Another experiment with the same lady, in

which simultaneous double telepath}^ occurred,

is of better evidential value.

Miss Telbin again sat with her back to the

screen, and instead of the crystal a piece of

paper and a pencil were placed on the table in

front of her.

This time Mr Thomas and I sat behind the

screen hidden from her view, and Mr J. G.

Piddington took notes. Mr Thomas and I

acted as simultaneous agents. We each held

a small piece of cardboard with a diagram on

it known to the agent viewing it, but not to

the other agent. These diagrams belonged

to the Societ}^ for Psychical Research and had

not been seen by Mr Thomas nor by me

previous to the experiment. They were in a

box which was at our feet behind the screen.

We each took a diagram from the box,

taking care that we did not see each other's

diagram.

We concentrated our minds on our respec-

tive diagrams, and Miss Telbin drew her

impressions on the piece of paper in front of
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her. The following drawings show the

results :
—

Mr. Baggally's
Diagram.

&
Miss Telbin's

Drawing.

Mr. Thomas's
Diagram.

Miss Telbin's
Drawing.

At the time that Miss Telbin got the

impression of the diagram with three sections,

she made the remark that it looked like three

leaves.

The correspondence between the drawings

and the diagrams is very great, and difficult

to account for by chance.

The following points have to be considered.

First, that Miss Telbin only made two draw-

ings and not many from which two might

have been selected in which there was a

resemblance to the diagrams. Secondly, that

Mr Thomas's diagram was correctly repro-

duced although in a reversed position (the
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reversal of a figure sometimes happens in

experiments in telepathy). Thirdly, that my
diagram of three triangles, although not

reproduced in the form of triangles, was

drawn correctly as regards there being three

sections, and that the relative position of the

sections was given correctly. Fourthly, that

Miss Telbin had not previously seen any of

the diagrams, and therefore the chances

against her being able to hit upon any dia-

gram which was then being used were very

great. Fifthly, that the chances against her

being able to hit upon two diagrams simultane-

ously were even greater.

The explanation that the result might have

been due to collusion between the persons

experimenting of course cannot be entertained,

at least by myself, who was one of the

experimenters

.

It was not possible for the percipient to see

through the large screen which was behind

her, and there were no mirrors in the room

in which the small diagrams could have been

reflected. No word was spoken to give her

the slightest clue. These two successful

telepathic experiments led to further
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ones at a distance between this lady and

myself.

It will be of interest to insert here an

account of an experiment in telepath}^, similar

to the one I have just described, between two

agents and one percipient, which Sir Oliver

Lodge carried out in the year 1884.

When the experiment was tried with Miss

Telbin, Mr Thomas, and myself I was not

aware that Sir Oliver Lodge had already tried

an experiment of a like nature.

Sir Oliver Lodge's Account

*' My own first actual experience of thought

transference, or experimental telepathy, was

obtained in the years 1883 and 1884 at Liver-

pool, when I was invited by Mr Malcolm

Guthrie of that city to join in an investiga-

tion which he was conducting with the aid of

one or two persons who had turned out to be

sensitive, from among the employees of the

large drapery firm of George Henry Lee

& Co.

" A large number of these experiments

had been conducted before I was asked to
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join, througliout the spring and autnmn

of 1883, but it is better for me to adhere

strictly to my own experience and to relate

only those experiments over which I had

control.

*' Most of these experiments were confirma-

tions of the kind of thing that had been

observed by other experimenters. But one

experiment which I tried was definitely novel,

and, as it seems to me, important; since it

clearly showed that when two agents are

acting, each contributes to the effect, and that

the result is due, not to one alone, but to both

combined. The experiment is thus described

by me in the colums of Nature, vol. xxx.,

page 145, for 12th June 1884 :
—

^' An Experiment in Thought Transference

** Those of your readers who are interested

in the subject of thought transference, now

being investigated, may be glad to hear of a

little experiment which I recently tried here.

The series of experiments was originated and

carried on in this city by Mr Malcolm Guthrie,

and he has prevailed on me, on Dr Herdman,
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and on one or two other more or less scientific

witnesses, to be present on several occasions,

critically to examine the conditions, and to

impose any fresh ones that we thought

desirable. I need not enter into particulars,

but I will just say that the conditions under

which apparent transference of thought occurs

from one or more persons, steadfastly think-

ing, to another in the same room blindfold

and wholly disconnected from the others,

seem to me absolutely satisfactory, and such

as to preclude the possibility of conscious

collusion on the one hand or unconscious

muscular indication on the other.
*

' One evening last week—after two thinkers,

or agents, had been several times successful

in instilling the idea of some object or draw-

ing, at which they were looking, into the mind

of the blindfold person, or percipient—

I

brought into the room a double opaque sheet

of thick paper with a square drawn on one

side and a St Andrew's cross orX oi^ the other,

and silently arranged it between the two agents

so that each looked on one side without any

notion of what was on the other. The perci-

pient was not informed in any way that a novel
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modification was being made; and, as usual,

there was no contact of any sort or kind—

a

clear space of several feet existing between

each of the three people. I thought that by

this variation I should decide whether one of

the two agents was more active than the other

;

or, supposing them about equal, whether two

ideas in two separate minds could be fused into

one by the percipient.

** In a very short time the percipient made

the following remarks, every one else being

silent :
* The thing won't keep still.' * I

seem to see things moving about.' * First

I see a thing up there, and then one down

there.' * I can't see either distinctly.' The
object was then hidden, and the percipient

was told to take off the bandage and to draw

the impression in her mind on a sheet of paper.

She drew a square, and then said, * There was

the other thing as well,' and drew a cross

inside the square from corner to corner, saying

afterwards, * I don't know what made me put

it inside.'

X K]
Originals. Reproduction.
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** The experiment is no more conclusive

as evidence than fifty others that I have seen

at Mr Guthrie's, but it seems to me somewhat

interesting that two minds should produce a

disconnected sort of impression on the mind of

the percipient, quite different from the single

impression which we had usually obtained

when two agents were both looking at the same

thing. Once, for instance (to take a nearly

corresponding case under those conditions),

when the object was a rude drawing of the

main lines in a Union Jack, the figure was

reproduced by the percipient as a whole with-

out misgiving ; except, indeed, that she

expressed a doubt as to whether its middle

horizontal line were present or not, and

ultimately omitted it."

^
Original. Reproduction.

As I have said, the two successful telepathic

experiments which I have described, and which

took place in the rooms of the Society for

Psychical Research, led to further experi-
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ments at a distance between Miss Telbin and

myself.

It was arranged that we should sit on certain

At 7 P.M.

I drew the following diagram
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days in the week, and that at a fixed hour I

should act as agent and transmit to her my
thoughts, she being at the time in her

residence in West Hampstead, and I in

Kensington. The distance between these

localities as the crow flies is four miles. The

result of our first sitting, which took place on

2oth May 1902, is shown on the preceding

page.

There was no possibility that the agent or

the percipient could have copied the drawings,

as the letters embodying them that we wrote

to each other were posted on the evening of

the same day and received by the first post the

following morning, having crossed in the post.

Telepathy was clearly indicated in this

experiment.

We continued trying experiments for some

months after, but did not get such good results

as at the beginning. On one occasion, how-

ever, we obtained a successful negative result.

I was not feeling well, and did not fix my
attention on any object. On the following

morning Miss Telbin*s letter said, *' I could

get nothing from you last night.'* It was,

to say the least, curious that she should not
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have received an impression on the only night

that I had not attempted to experiment.

On another occasion, when Miss Telbin was

in London and I in Folkestone, I arranged to

transmit to her the impression of a diagram

on a certain day at 8 p.m. It chanced that on

that evening there was a performance at the

theatre, at which my wife wished to be present.

I therefore decided to telegraph to Miss Telbin

that I would be unable to try the experiment

that night, but after a good deal of hesitation

I changed my mind, and thought that I would

endeavour to transmit the impression of the

diagram on my way to the theatre. The
letter that I received from Miss Telbin the

next day was to this effect :
—

** I got a good deal of writing last night

which was illegible, but amongst it I read the

words * going out ' and * rain.'
"

Now this may be a mere coincidence, but

it was strange that the words ** going out
"

should correctly represent the idea that was

in my mind during a great part of the preced-

ing day. I had much worried, hesitating

whether I should telegraph or not.

B
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The result appears to indicate the trans-

mission of my mental state. The word
** rain " represented correctly the state of the

weather at Folkestone, but, as it often rains in

England, this was of no evidential value.

In regard to spontaneous telepathy I may
bring before the reader two cases which I

personally investigated, the percipient in the

first case being a gentleman who belonged to

a circle which regularly met for the study of

pS3^chic phenomena, and of which circle I was

a member.

The percipient, Mr John Policy, gave me an

account of his vision as follows :
—

** At a seance held within sound of Big Ben

on 8th May 1901, there were present Mrs E.

V. M., Mr Thomas Atwood, and myself. As
Mr Atwood resumed his seat after delivering

an address (about 8.30 p.m.) I became aware

of a vision which presented itself as being

some fivQ feet distant from me, and displayed

part of the interior of a room, namely, that

part where the stove stood. The fire in the

stove was small and dull, and close beside it

was an overturned chair. In front of the fire

was something that looked like a fire-guard or
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clothes-horse, but this was not clear to me/
Playing, or climbing over this article, was a

child, who fell forward, and when it regained

its feet I noticed that its dress was on fire. I

made no reference to the matter at the time,

as I had an impression that the vision might

be connected with some occurrence in the

family of Mrs M., and I was averse to mention-

ing it for fear of awakening sad memories.

Shortly afterwards the whole vision was

repeated, and this time I had an uncontrollable

impulse to speak. Upon describing what I had

seen for the second time, I was much relieved

to hear that the matter was not recognised as

being connected in any way with the sitters.

I may mention here that the child appeared to

be about three years old, and, judging from

the style of dress, I described it as a girl,

although the vision would apply equally to a

boy, as at that early age the short clothes worn
by both sexes would be very similar.

** Next Thursday morning, 9th May 1901,

upon awakening, I described to my wife the

events of the previous evening's seance. On
the evening of the same day, namely, Thurs-

day, 9th May, I was out with a friend, and

upon my return home at 11. 5 p.m., my sister,

Mary lyouisa Polley, who resided with me at
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the time, made the remark, * I have a piece of

bad news for you.* * Well,' I replied, ' what

is it? Let me know.' And she answered,
* Brother George's little son, Jacky, has been

burned to death.' Like a flash I realised the

connexion of the sad event with my vision of

the previous night. I then asked my sister,

* How did you know this, and when? ' She

replied, * Mr Fred Sinnett told me w^hen he

came over to see us this evening.'

(Signed) ^* John Polley "

I obtained from the other sitters at the

seance the following statement :
—

** At the seance held on the evening of

Wednesday, 8th May 1901, at which were

present Mrs E. V. M., Mr Thomas Atwood,

and Mr John PoUey, we, the undersigned,

testify that Mr John PoUey gave to us a

description of a vision of the burning of a child

which he saw at this seance.

(Signed in full) '* E. V. M.
*' Thomas Atwood "

I personally interviewed Mr John Polley's

wife and sister and received a written state-
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ineiit from each coiifinning Mr Polle^^'s

account.

A local paper containing an account of the

inquest on the child states that the accident

took place on Tuesday, 7th May, and the child

was taken to a hospital immediately and there

died. The father of the child wrote to me as

follows :
—

'' Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry

respecting my late son, John Frederick, I beg

to say that on Tuesday, 7th May, my wife

went out to do some shopping, leaving my
son, aged two years and two months, in a bed-

room with another brother aged seven.

Whilst the elder brother was getting some

toys to play with, the deceased thrust some

paper in the fire, pulled it out again, and set

fire to his clothes. Some neighbours took him

to the Children's Hospital, Paddington Green,

where he passed away on Wednesday, 8th

May, at 11.45 a.m. No intimation of this was

given by myself or any member of our family

to my brother, Mr John Policy, until a friend

of the family called at my address on Thurs-

da3^, 9th May, between i and 2 p.m., when we

informed him of the sad loss that we had

sustained, and he told us that he intended
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calling on my brother that evening, and we

asked him if he would communicate the news

to my brother and sister who reside at Church

Street, Stoke Newington. Of course, Sir,

you know I am antagonistic to your views, but

my brother has told me it is for the interests of

science. If this is so, I take great pleasure in

its furtherance.—Yours sincerely,

(Signed) ** Frederick George Poli^ey
"

In the above case it appears to me that the

vision of the burning child which Mr John

Policy saw arose out of a spontaneous tele-

pathic impression, either from the mind of

the father of the child to his brother's (Mr

John Policy's mind), or from the mind of one

of the persons who was cognisant of the sad

event.

In regard to the second case of spontaneous

telepathy to which I have referred, I cannot

do better than to give the account of same as it

appeared in the Journal of the Society for

Psychical Research of June 191 2 :
—

'* The following case of a reciprocal tele-

pathic impression occurring to two persons
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at the same time has been communicated to us

by Mr W. W. Baggall}^ Both Miss Emma
Steele and Mr Claude Burgess, the lady and

gentleman concerned in the case, are known

personally to Mr Baggally.
** Miss Steele writes as follows :

—

.

** ' i6 and 17 SiLLWooD Place,
" ' Brighton, iT^th March 1912

*' * Mr Claude Burgess, who is an invalid,

had been staying at my private hotel, at the

above address, for some months. He left on

i5tli February to take up his residence at No.

10 Belgrave Place, Kemp Town, Brighton.

In the interval between the date of his leaving

and the night of the 5th inst., when I had the

remarkable dream (if it can be called a dream)

which I am about to relate, I had not seen Mr
Burgess, and nothing had occurred to cause

me to think particularly about him.
*' ' On the above night I retired to rest at

my usual time. I awoke finding m3^self stand-

ing in the middle of my room and answering,
** All right, I'm coming," to Mr Burgess,

who, I thought, called three times :

** Miss

Steele! Miss Steele! Miss Steele!
"

" * By the time I had put on my dressing-
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gown and liglitccl tlie gas I was fully awake.

I then remembered Mr Burgess was no longer

in the house. I looked at the clock and

noticed it was exactly 3 a.m. When I came

downstairs next morning I told my cook my
dream, and remarked I hoped nothing had

happened to Mr Burgess. During the next

day, Wednesday, 6th March, in the after-

noon, a man called while I was out and left a

note from Mr Burgess, which I enclose. I

was much surprised by its contents. It

struck me most forcibly getting it from him,

as he is paralysed and has to write with great

difficulty wdth his left hand. He very seldom

writes now, so it must have made a great

impression on him seeing me as he relates in

his letter.
'' ' Emma M. Steele.'

** The letter from Mr Burgess to Miss Steele

referred to above, which is now in our posses-

sion, was as follows :
—

" ' 10 BEI.GRAVE Place, Brighton
** ' My dear Emma,—I had a funny dream

about you last night. I dreamed that you

appeared at about 3 a.m. Just a glimpse of

you. It's funny, isn't it?—Yours,
*' * Claude Burgess '
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*' Miss Steele's cook made the following

statement to Mr Baggally :
—

" ' 13^/j March 1912
** * On Wednesday morning, the 6th March

last, Miss Emma Steele came down from her

bedroom at 8.30. I saw she was looking pale.

I asked her if she were not well. She replied

that she had had a strange dream. She heard

Mr Burgess call her three times. She told

me that she suddenly jumped up and put her

dressing-gown on. By the time she had put

on her dressing-gown and lit the gas she

remembered Mr Burgess had left the house.

She said it was about 3 o'clock a.m. when she

heard Mr Burgess call.

(Signed) *' ' Sarah Pollard '

*' The following statement was written by

Mr Baggally on 13th March 191 2, from Mr
Claude Burgess's dictation :

—
'* * On Tuesday night, 5tli March 191 2, I

woke up at about 3 a.m. with a start. I saw

Miss Emma Steele standing at the door of my
bedroom. I had closed the door, but she

appeared to have opened it. She was attired

in her ordinary dress.
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" ' I was much surprised. It was an

absolutely distinct apparition. I had not been

thinking of her the previous day, and I cannot

tell why she appeared to me.
** * The apparition lasted about five: seconds.

I was not at all frightened, and went to sleep

immediately after.

" * I was so struck by what I had seen that,

next morning, the 6th March, at about ii

o'clock, I wrote a letter to Miss Steele which

I handed to Mr William Watkins, the pro-

prietor of the establishment where I now
reside, for him to send to Miss Steele. In this

letter I told Miss Steele that I had dreamed

that she had appeared to me on the previous

night.

(Signed) '* * Claude Burgess '

*' In reply to Mr Baggally's personal

inquiries, Mr Claude Burgess stated that it

was the first time that he had had a hallucina-

tion of this kind, and he had not had one since.

Statement hy Mr William Watkins

'' * lo Belgrave Place,
'* * Brighton, i^^th March 1912

** ' Mr Claude Burgess delivered to me a
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letter whicli lie had written to Miss Steele, at

about II a.m. on 6tli March, which I handed

to a man of the Church Army Labour Home
to take to Miss Steele. The same morning

at 8 a.m. Mr Burgess told me he had dreamt

of Miss Steele.

*

'
' William Watkins *

Statement by Mr Baggally

** * I called on the afternoon of the 13th

March 191 2 at the offices of the Church Army
Labour Home, St James Street, Brighton, and

saw the Secretary, who showed me an entry in

their books confirming the fact that, at the

request of Mr William Watkins, a man in

their employ had delivered a letter to Miss

Emma Steele of 16 Sillwood Place, Brighton,

in the afternoon of 6th March 191 2.

** * I have interviewed all the persons

connected with this case, and they confirmed

their respective statements.

'* ' W. W. Baggally '

** In reply to our further questions as to

whether Mr Burgess's experience was a dream
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or a waking hallucination, Mr Baggally wrote

to us on ist April 191 2 :
—

** ' I had an interview with Mr Burgess to-

day, and the following is the information I

received from him respecting the points you

raise. He said to me :
—

*****
(i) I used the word * dream * in my

letter to Miss Steele for want of a better word.

(2) I woke up and tliei} had the vision of Miss

Steele. (3) I did not notice anything in the

room at the time I had the vision. The room

appeared dark. (4) Miss Steele appeared to

me in a bright light, not self-luminous or

phosphorescent, but just as she would have

appeared in da3dight. She appeared to me
in the part of the room where the door was .

"
*

** Mrs Baggally sends us the following

statement enclosed in a letter dated 27th April

1912 :
—

** * I was in the drawing-room of Miss E.

Steele's sister on the evening of Wednesday,
6th March, when Miss Emma Steele came in,

saying in an excited manner, ** Where is Mr
Baggally ? He will be so interested in this."

** * She held in her hand a letter from Mr
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Burgess, and proceeded to tell me that the

previous night she had heard, as she thought,

Mr Burgess fall on the floor of the bedroom

over her own. She sprang out of bed.

*' ' Finding herself in the middle of the

room, she heard him call ^' Miss Steele!
"

three times. She then suddenly remembered

that Mr Burgess was no longer living in her

hotel. She struck a light, looked at the clock,

and found it was 3 o'clock. The following

morning she felt so tired that when giving

orders to her cook, the latter noticed her fatigue

and commented upon it. She told the cook the

reason was that she heard Mr Burgess appar-

ently calling her at 3 o'clock.

** * Miss Steele proceeded to say that Mr
Burgess had, curiously enough, sent her that

afternoon the note which at that moment she

held in her hand, and in w^hich he told her

that he dreamt she had appeared to him at 3

a.m. the previous night.
** * Miss Steele appeared much impressed

and wondered if anything had happened to

Mr Burgess. I informed my husband that

same night, on his return home, of what Miss

E. Steele had told me.

** * Laura EJ. Baggally *
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** ' On my return home on the evening of

6th March my wife related to me what appears

in her statement above.

^' ^ W. W. Baggally' "

The above case is evidentially a good one,

inasmuch as both Miss Emma Steele and Mr
Burgess each reported on the morning of 6th

March (the one to her cook and the other to

his landlord) their experiences of the previous

night before either of them was aware that a

reciprocal telepathic impression had occurred

between them.

There appears to be evidence that telepathy

can also occur between the mind of a human
being and that of an animal. The reader will

doubtless recollect Mr H. Rider Haggard's

case which appeared in the public press. This

gentleman, on the night of Saturday, 9th July

1904, dreamed that a favourite dog of his

eldest daughter was lying on its side among

brushwood by water, and that it was trying to

transmit in an undefined fashion the know-

ledge that it was dying. Next day the dog

was missing. The body of the dog was

subsequently found floating in the water near



GENUINE TELEPATHY 31

a bridge. An examination of the attendant

circumstances pointed to the dog having met

its death on the night of Mr Rider Haggard's

dream. As a result of this Qrentleman having

made public this experience, he received from

numerous correspondents accounts of telepathy

between the minds of the writers of the letters

and the minds of animals. These accounts

were sent by Mr Rider Haggard to the

Secretary of the S.P.R., who handed them to

me for investigation.

A very good case was that communicated by

Lady C. The following is the account of her

experience :
—

'' On one hot Sunday afternoon in the

summer of 1900 I went, after luncheon, to pay

m^^ customary vjsit to the stables to give sugar

and carrots to the horses, among the number
being a favourite mare named Kitty. She was

a shy, nervous, well-bred animal, and there

existed between us a great and unusual

sympathy. I used to ride her every morning

before breakfast (whatever the weather might

be)—quiet, solitary rides on the cliffs which

overhung the sea at Castle F., and it always

seemed to me that Kitty enjoyed that hour in
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the freshness of the day as much as I did.

On this particular afternoon I left the stables,

and walked along to the garden, a distance of

a quarter of a mile, and established myself

under a tree with an interesting book, fully

intending to remain there for a couple of hours.

After about tw^enty minutes an uncomfortable

sensation came between me and my reading,

and at once I felt sure that there was something

the matter with Kitty. I tried to put the

feeling from me, and to go on with my book,

but the impression grew stronger, and I felt

compelled to hasten back to the stables. I

w^ent straight to Kitty's box and found her
* cast,' and in urgent need of help. The
stablemen were in a distant part of the stables,

w^hence I fetched them to have the mare up.

Their surprise was great to find me in the

stables for the second time that afternoon."

I wrote to Lady C, and received the follow-

ing reply :
—

*' 2yth December 1904
'' Lady C. would be glad indeed to have the

case investigated, as it always seemed to her

to be of the greatest possible interest. At the

same time, it may be difficult at this date to get



GENUINE TELEPATHY 33

a statement from the stablemen, one of whom
is somewhere in England, but Lady C. will

try to do so. She is absolutely convinced that

no one entered the stable. Had the stablemen

done so they would at once have helped the

mare to get up, and anyone else would have

given the alarm. It seems a direct case of

telepathy from animal mind to human."

Lady C. afterwards sent me a statement

from a former coachman ; it is this :
—

** 3i5f December 1904
*' I was coachman at Castle F. at the time.

Lady C. came to the stables after luncheon

as usual on a Sunday afternoon with carrots

and sugar for the horses. Kitty was then

loose in her box and quite well. I then went

to my room over the stables, the other stable-

men being also upstairs, and to my surprise,

after half an hour or three-quarters of an hour

later, her ladyship, who had been to the

garden, called me and the other stablemen to

come and help Kitty up, as she was lying

^ cast ' ' in her box. No one had gone into the

stable in the interval.

(Signed) '*E. N.'^

' This word is used by veterinary surgeons to describe the

state of a horse that has fallen down in its box in a stable and

cannot rise.

C
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Telepathy may possibly exist between tlie

mind of an animal and that of a hnman being

and vice versa, but a sufficient number of cases

have not been collected to establish this as a

fact.



PART II

FRAUDULENT TELEPATHY

I
NOW come to another class of so-called

thought transference—that exhibited at

public entertainments in which genuine

telepathy plays no part.

On the 25th November 191 2 Miss Isabel

Newton, the Secretary of the Society for

Psychical Research, and I attended the demon-

stration given by Yoga [sic~\ Rama of his

alleged occult powers at the '* Little Theatre,"

Adelphi.

Accounts had appeared in the public press

of a previous private performance given by

this so-called Abyssinian Mystic, at which

Sir John Simon, the Solicitor-General, Mr
Bernard Shaw, and Mr Anthony Hope had

assisted, and it was stated that Yoga Rama
had been able to read the thoughts of the

Solicitor-General by supernormal means,
35
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In order to demonstrate, in a public manner,

the alleged occult power of this ** psychic,"

a stage performance was given at the ** Little

Theatre " on the afternoon of the above-

mentioned date. A large audience was present,

and their expectations of witnessing manifes-

tations of an occult nature were raised by the

contents of the programme, wherein it appeared

that Yoga Rama was to give a demonstration

of * * The power of mind over mind '

' by means

of—

1. Clairaudience.

2. The possibility of the interpretation

of vibrations without the aid of

sound.

3. Psychometry by sense of touch.

4. Telepathy. The disclosure of names

thought of by persons in the

audience.

5. Disclosure of personalities by sub-

conscious means.

6. Revelations by a circumstantial

chain of mind pictures.

7. Various demonstrations of ideas

silently conveyed to the spectator

by suggestion.
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** 8. Descriptions of cities and places by

mind pictures.

"9. Messages."

Before Yoga Rama made his appearance a

gentleman (a Mr Fletcher) delivered a short

speech from the stage. He stated that the

** Yoga " had acquired his occult powers by

contemplation after many years' study. He
went on to say that in the Eastern World the

occult powers of the mind had been more studied

than in the Western World, but at the present

day the Western World looked upon these

powers with much less prejudice than

formerly.

After Mr Fletcher had retired, Yoga Rama
made his appearance from between the centre

of two curtains which hung at the back of the

stage. He was attired in a long loose black

gown and wore a large crimson turban. He
advanced to the front of the stage and made a

speech which had a smattering of a theosophical

discourse. He described four kinds of Yogi.

The first kind, he said, was frequently met in

India. These Yogi worked on the physical

plane and produced effects resembling the
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feats of a conjurer. The second kind worked

in the mental plane (to this class he implied

that he belonged). The third dealt with the

spiritual problems of life. The fourth was

absorbed in meditation.

He continued his speech by saying that he

required the sympath}^ of the persons with

whom he would experiment. If they mentally

opposed him he could do nothing, but if their

minds were sympathetic and not antagonistic

he would succeed.

The speeches of Mr Fletcher and of Yoga

Rama still further raised the expectations of

the audience that they were about to witness

that afternoon a demonstration of the

power of mind o\^er mind by supernormal

means.

Yoga Rama, after the conclusion of his

speech, called for thirty persons (ladies and

gentlemen) to come upon the stage and form a

Committee. A gentleman and I first answered

the call. We were soon followed by a rush of

ladies and gentlemen who rather inconveniently

filled the stage, but this did not interfere with

the performance, as the majority of the ladies

and gentlemen kept at the back of the stage
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while Yoga Rama carried out his experiments

with a limited number of the members of the

Committee. In order to be more at his ease,

Yoga Rama removed his turban. I placed it

under a table which stood on the stage. I then

had a good look at him. I found he was a

black man with short crisp curly hair. From

his appearance and the fluency with which he

speaks English, I came to the conclusion that

he is not an Abyssinian, but an American or

West Indian negro.

Amongst the members of the Committee

were Mr Zancig and Mr William Marriott.

Both of these gentlemen I have had the

pleasure of knowing for some years. They,

together with Mr Charles Guttwoch (a friend

of Mr Marriott), three or four other gentle-

men, and myself, were the only members of

the Committee who actively endeavoured to

ascertain whether Yoga Rama's experiments

depended for their success on trickery or on

other causes. The other members of the

Committee remained passive spectators. As

regards the lady members with whom Yoga

Rama tried a few experiments, they declared

themselves, at the conclusion of the perform-
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ance, to be believers in liis alleged supernormal

claims.

Before the experiments commenced, Yoga

Rama asked that some one should blindfold

him with some articles which lay on a small

table in the centre of the stage. These

consisted of two pieces of folded paper just

large enough to cover the eyebrows and eyes,

a piece of porous plaster perforated with holes,

a thin white cotton handkerchief, two gloves,

and a long red silk scarf. Mr Marriott

offered to blindfold him. I stood close to him

while this was being done. Mr Marriott

placed the pieces of paper first on Yoga

Rama's eyes, then the porous plaster, then

the cotton handkerchief, after this the two

gloves, and finally the red scarf which he

wound several times round his head. The tip

of Yoga Rama's nose could be seen under the

plaster, the white cotton handkerchief, and

the scarf. Yoga Rama, who remained stand-

ing, then requested some one to sit on a chair

in front of him, to think of a name, then t6

hold his left hand (i.e. the sitter's left hand)

in front of the sitter's face, and to trace on the

palm of the left hand with the forefinger of the
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right the first letter of the name thought of.

The sitter was then asked to give taps on his

left hand or make movements in the air with

his right hand corresponding to the number of

letters of which the name thought of consisted.

When Yoga Rama suggested (as he subse-

quently did) that the name of a flower or of a

city should be thought of, he requested that

the same procedure of tracing the first letter of

the name and giving a number of taps or

making movements with the right hand

corresponding to the number of letters should

be followed, but when he suggested that a play

of Shakespeare should be thought of he only

asked that the first one or two letters of the

title should be traced on the palm of the left

hand of the sitter with the forefinger of the

other hand. He did not then ask that taps or

movements of the right hand should be given

or made. About an hour and a half of the

first part of the performance was taken up by

experiments of the above nature. These

were varied only by one experiment of telling

the title of a hymn which a lady thought of,

one of reading the thoughts of a young lady,

and one experiment with playing cards.
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Yoga Rama then made a long speech about

happiness depending on our own selves and

our being what we willed ourselves to be. He
asserted that he had overcome in himself the

passion of anger. He laboured these points

so much and repeated himself so often that it

became manifest he w^as making the speech

solely with the object of filling up the

time.

The patience of the Acting Committee

became exhausted, and one of the members

advanced to the front of the stage, interrupted

Yoga Rama, and, appealing to the audience,

said he had no doubt but that he had their

support when he asserted that they had come

to the theatre not to hear speeches but to

witness experiments. Yoga Rama brought

his speech abruptly to a close after saying he

would now demonstrate the power he had

acquired of controlling the functions of his

body and of rendering it insensible to pain.

To show the control over his body he asked two

members of the Committee to stand by his side

and to look at their watches and note the

length of time he w^as able to cease from

breathing. To show^ his insensibility to pain
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he said he would stand barefooted on a board

studded with long nails, and also stand on

broken glass.

I have given an account of the nature of the

performance with which Yoga Rama favoured

us. I will now proceed to describe the experi-

ments more in detail and to comment upon

them.

Mr Marriott was the first person to sit on

the chair in front of Yoga Rama. He was

told to hold his left hand in front of his face,

to trace the first letter of the name thought of

on the palm of his left hand with the forefinger

of the right, and give the taps or make the

movements in the air with his right hand in

the manner already described. Mr Marriott,

instead of holding his left hand up, held his

right hand. Yoga Rama immediately said,

*' Not your right hand but your left." This

was a suspicious circumstance, as it indicated

that Yoga Rama could see notwithstanding

he was blindfolded. Now conjurers know

that blindfolding in the manner above

described is not a precaution against seeing,

as at the time of blindfolding what the

conjurer does is to shut his eyes tightly and
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bring his eyebrows well down. When the

blindfolding is finished, the conjurer opens

his eyes and draws his eyebrows up ; the

bandages will then be displaced and drawn up

from their original position and he wall be

able to see under the bandages through the

spaces between the bridge of his nose and his

cheeks. This, in the joint opinion of Mr
Zancig, Mr Marriott, and myself, is what

Yoga Rama did, and our opinion was con-

firmed when we examined the bandages at the

time they were removed from the performer's

eyes, as will be described later.

Yoga Rama's method of telling the name

thought of is to watch the movement of the

finger of the sitter's right hand while he

traces the first letter of the name on the palm

of the left. This indicates to him the first

letter of the name, then he counts the number

of taps or movements given by the sitter's

right hand. Thus, if the first letter were W
and the number of taps or movements seven,

the name in all likelihood would be William,

or, if the first letter were W and the number

of taps or movements six, the name would

probably be Walter. Ordinary Christian
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names are limited in number, and Yoga

Rama took care to know beforehand whether

the sitter were thinking of a female name or

of a male name. It was therefore not a difH-

cult matter for him to hit upon the name.

Moreover, when he was in doubt, as was often

the case, he not only asked that the first letter

should be traced, but the second and the

third and the fourth, etc. Before hazarding

a guess Yoga Rama often asked whether the

second or third or fourth, etc., letter of the

name were a letter that he mentioned. Thus,

if he were not quite sure that W had been

traced, but he had noticed that seven taps or

movements had been given, he would say is

not the fourth letter of the name L- If the

sitter answered in the affirmative, he would

be pretty sure that William was the name,

but if the sitter's answer were a negative one,

Yoga Rama asked that the letters should be

traced again and the taps, etc., repeated.

Yoga Rama resorted to the above-described

method when he asked the sitter to think

of the name of a flower or of a city, but he

only tried one or two experiments with the

names of flowers or cities, the reason being,
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obviously, that as the names of flowers or

cities are not so limited in number as Christian

names, he fought shy of them. The reason

he gave for not being able to guess readily

the name of a flower was, he said, that he was

not a botanist.

As regards the titles of Shakespeare's plays

he only asked that one or two of the first

letters of the title should be traced on the

left hand, and did not require any taps or

movements of the right hand. Any person

acquainted with Shakespeare's plays and

knowing the first one or two letters of the

title could have guessed with equal facility

which play was in the mind of the sitter.

After getting the name of the play, Yoga

Rama asked the sitter to think of a personage

in that play. He only requested that this

should be done once or twice, and was not

successful in getting the name of the person-

age at the first guess, but only after making

tw^o or three guesses.

In the experiment of telling the title of a

hymn which a lady had in her mind. Yoga
Rama resorted to the same method of asking

her to trace the first letter of the title of the
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hymn on the pahn of her left hand. She

traced the letter L, and he hazarded the gness

that it was " Lead, kindly light," which

proved to be correct. Apparently the most

successful experiments were one carried out

with a young lady and one with myself.

Yoga Rama asked the young lady to think

of something. He then, without asking her

to trace any letter or make movements with

her right hand, told her that she wished to get

married. She acknowledged that that was

the thought in her mind. This caused a good

deal of amusement amongst the audience.

The young lady left the stage immediately

after the experiment. This step on her part

gave rise in the minds of some of the members

of the Committee that she was an accomplice,

and that, as the experiment had been carried

out, she was no longer required by Yoga

Rama. These members of the Committee

may be doing an injustice to the young lady,

but it was unfortunate she should have left the

stage at that moment.

As regards the experiment with m3rself.

I stood in front of Yoga Rama and did not sit

down, neither did I place my left hand in
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front of my face as other experimenters had

done, but close against my body when tracing

the letters of my second name, which was the

one I had in my mind.

My object in standing up was to have my
hands out of the line of his vision. I took

care that the movement of the forefinger of

my right hand when tracing the letters should

not be seen by him.

Yoga Rama repeatedly asked me to trace

and retrace all the letters of the name. He
then gave the name correctly. Although this

experiment appeared to indicate that the

performer possessed telepathic powers, it

must be borne in mind that he might have

known who I was, as he had been practising

his so-called occult powers for some time in

London under the name of Professor Pickens

before he assumed that of Yoga Rama. It

was not necessary that he should see my face

in order to know with whom he was experi-

menting. It was observed that he took a

very careful stock of the dresses of the Acting

Committee before he was blindfolded. It was

only necessary, therefore, that he should see the

lower part of the dress for him to know which
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member of the Committee stood in front of

him. As one member after the other

experimented with him he described their

dress. He asserted that he was able to do

this by a sort of telepathic vision.

The experiment with the playing cards was

a simple conjuring trick. Yoga Rama
produced a pack of cards and asked the

Committee to see that it was unopened. I

opened the pack, shuffled the cards, and handed

them to Mr Marriott, who had been asked by

the Professor to retire to a corner of the stage

and choose a card which he was to show to

two members of the Committee. Mr Guttwoch

and I accompanied Mr Marriott to the corner

of the stage and saw which card Mr Marriott

had chosen. Mr Marriott then shuffled the

pack again and handed it to Yoga Rama, who

put it in his pocket. Yoga Rama then asked

Mr Marriott what card he had chosen. Mr
Marriott informed him. He then wrote

something on a piece of paper which he folded

and handed to one of the members of the

Committee to hold. He then drew from his

pocket another pack of cards similar in

appearance to the original pack (that it was
P
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not the original pack was evidenced by the

fact that the bottom card of the pack which

Yoga Rama drew from his pocket was not the

same as the bottom card of the original

pack), but which had the cards arranged

in an order known to Yoga Rama. He
proceeded to pass the cards one after the other

before Mr Marriott's eyes, asking him to tell

him when he came to the card he had chosen.

When Yoga Rama came to the card, Mr
Marriott told him. Yoga Rama then said,

** What is the card in front of the one you

chose and the one behind it? " He was

informed which they were. He then asked

that the piece of paper should be opened, and

it was found that the names of the cards had

been written by him on a piece of paper.

What occult power Yoga Rama intended to

demonstrate by this simple conjuring trick I

fail to see. It could not have been telepathy,

as the two cards (the names of which Yoga

Rama had written) had not been chosen nor

thought of b}^ Mr Marriott.

A few words will suffice to describe the

experiments which Yoga Rama carried out to

§how (i) the control he had acquired over th§
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functions of his body, and (2) liis insensibility

to pain. As has ah'eady been stated, he asked

two members of the Committee to stand by

him and note by their watches the length of

time that he was able to cease breathing. He
retained his breath for fifty seconds. A
member of the Committee at the back of the

stage called out, when the length of time was

announced, ** That is nothing. I can stop

breathing for a full minute." This exclam-

ation appeared to disconcert Yoga Rama a

good deal. The standing barefooted on a

board studded with nails and on broken glass

are common tricks which can be seen

performed by negroes at country fairs. I

felt the points of the nails and found they had

been filed down and were blunt. Mr Marriott

sat on the nails to the amusement of the

audience while Yoga Rama had gone off the

stage to remove his boots. When Yoga

Rama returned he stood barefooted on these

nails only for about half a minute. He then

proceeded to break some bottles on a piece of

felt. He pounded away on the glass with a

hammer till he had reduced the greater part

to nearly a powder. He carefully pushed the
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larger pieces of glass on one side and stood

on the powdered portion.

I will now proceed to state the reasons

which lead me to the conclusion that Yoga

Rama was able to see, although apparently

blindfolded.

I. The bandages were removed from his

eyes by Mr Marriott, who had blindfolded

him at the commencement of the performance.

While this was being done I had m}^ face about

two feet away from Yoga Rama's face and I

carefully noted the position of each article as

it was being removed. The lower edge of the

porous plaster was above the tip of the

performer's nose, and the edge of the white

handkerchief above the edge of the plaster,

and above the edge of the handkerchief was

the edge of the crimson scarf. The edges of

the handkerchief and scarf were sufficiently

high up, so that, had the blindfolding

depended only on these, he could have seen

under them. The gloves which had been

placed on the handkerchief need not be taken

into account, as the folded pieces of paper on

his eyes prevented them from pressing into the

sockets of Yoga Rama's eyes, and he, by
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merely closing the eyes and bringing the e3^e-

brows well down when he was being blindfolded

and then opening his eyes and lifting the eye-

brows well up, could displace the gloves from

their original position and cause them to rise,

as a conjurer well knows ; therefore the blind-

folding really depended on the position of the

porous plaster. Now when Mr Marriott placed

the plaster over the pieces of paper he took

care that the lower edges of both pieces

should be on one of the lines of holes which

existed in the plaster as shown in the accom-

panying engraving (which is taken from a

photograph)

.

He also took care that the lower edge of the

plaster should stick against Yoga Rama's

cheeks. On examining the plaster just before

it was removed we found that the lower edge no

longer stuck against the performer's cheeks.

There were hollow spaces between the bridge

of his nose and his cheeks through which he

could have seen with a downward glance. The

point now arises whether he used both his eyes

or only one. I noticed that Yoga Rama
always kept the right side of his face towards

the sitters when trying the experiments. If
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the reader will look at the engraving, which

shows the exact position of the folded pieces of

paper at the time of the removal of the plaster

from Yoga Rama's face, he will see that the

piece of paper which covered his right e3^e is

no longer on the same line of holes as the left

piece, but is higher up, and, what is most

suspicious, he will note some pieces of tissue

paper which were stuck on the plaster by Yoga

Rama and were under the pieces of folded

paper, w4iich prevented these from adhering to

the plaster ; thus by an upper movement of the

eyebrows Yoga Rama succeeded in raising the

folded piece of paper which covered his right

eye, and with this eye he glanced under the

plaster and watched the movements of the

sitter's hands, etc.

2. As I have stated above. Yoga Rama
always kept the right side of his head towards

the person with whom he was experimenting.

He tried one experiment with a gentleman

who sat in the second row of the stalls. He
then turned his body round so that the right

side of his face was in the same position

relatively to this gentleman as it had been to

the sitters on the stage. Moreover, the lights
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ill the body of the theatre were not alight when

Yoga Rama was trying his alleged thought-

readinos with the members of the Committee

on the stage, but w4ien he experimented with

the gentleman in the stalls, one of the electric

chandeliers in the body of the theatre, not far

from the gentleman, was immediately lit, thus

enabling Yoga Rama to w^atch the movements

of the gentleman's right hand when tracing the

letters of the name he had chosen on the palm

of his left hand, and giving the taps corres-

ponding to the number of the letters.

3. At the conclusion of the performance,

after the bulk of the audience had left, some

persons remained in the foyer of the theatre,

and a discussion arose, during wdiich some of

the persons present asserted that Yoga Rama
had brought about his results b}^ supernormal

means. Mr Marriott, Mr Guttwoch, and I

denied this. At that moment Yoga Rama
came into the foyer, and he was accused by

us of having been able to see. He asserted

that he had not seen, and to prove it offered

to try some experiments while a handkerchief

was held tightly against his eyes. Mr
Guttwoch held a handkerchief against his
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eyes. As Yoga Rama was not now able to

see, he resorted to a different method from the

one he used on the stage. He held the wrist

of the left hand of a lady with the thumb and

three fingers of his right hand, while his fore-

finger rested against the back of the lady's

hand. He then asked her to trace the letters

of the name thought of with the forefinger of

her right hand on the palm of her left hand,

which was being held by him. He was able to

tell the name, but only after repeated tracing

of the letters by the lady. Yoga Rama not

being able to be guided by sight as in his stage

performances, now guided himself by the sense

of touch. Although I have never before

carried out an experiment of this nature my-

self, when Miss Newton and I returned to the

rooms of the Society for Psychical Research I

tried the experiment with her. I closed my
eyes and held her wrist, and was able to feel

the letter which she traced on the palm oi

her hand. Manifestly this is a difllcult trick

to perform, and requires great practice. I

noticed that Yoga Rama chose the hand of a

lady in preference to that of a gentleman,

obviously because a lady's hand is thinner than
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that of a man, and the motion of her finger

would be more easily felt.

What convinced me more than any of the

above reasons that Yoga Rama was able to see

during his performance is the following fact.

I placed the sticking plaster over my tyes after

it had been taken from Yoga Rama's eyes and,

to my surprise, I found I could perfectly well

see through it. The numerous small holes

with which it was perforated allowed me to do

this.

The audience at the *^ Little Theatre " had

had their expectations raised that they were to

witness manifestations of the occult powers of

the mind through the mediumship of an

Abyssinian Yogi, instead of which they

witnessed an ordinary conjuring entertainment

by a man who previously to assuming the name

of ^* Yoga [sicl^ Rama " was known as

Professor A. D. Pickens of Conduit Street,

London.

Besides the method used by Yoga Rama for

producing his so-called thought transference,

there are others resorted to by public enter-

tainers. The one most in use is by means of

a verbal code. The letters of the alphabet are
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substituted and a word can be conveyed by the

agent asking a series of questions, each ques-

tion beginning with a substituted letter. The

percipient has to remember what letters the

substituted ones represent ; he takes note of

the first letter only of each question, puts

them together in his mind, and thus gets

the word that it is the intention of the agent

to convey.

I have made a table (shown opposite) which

shows one of these systems.

If the name '' Alfred " is to be conveyed, it

can be done by the following questions :
—

Here is a name . . . . = A
Can you see it ? . . . . = L
Endeavour to do so . . . = F
Mind what you are doing , . = R
Go on . . . . . = D

The letter E is understood.

The transmission of the nature of an article

is by dividing articles that would be likely to

be brought to a public entertainment into sets

of ten, each set being indicated by a different

question. These sets have to be learned by

heart by the agent and the percipient. I give
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TABLE

SUBSTITUTED LET! ERS TABLE
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in the table four sets to illustrate my meaning.

After asking the question which conveys the

set to which' the article belongs, a second

question is asked, beginning with the word

corresponding to the number on the number

table. This will indicate what number in the

set the article corresponds to. As an example :

when the question *' What is this? " is asked,

it means that the article corresponds to SET A.

If the second question begins with * * Do,
'

' such

as ' * Do you know ? "
, this question on refer-

ring to the number table would mean No. 4

;

therefore the article would be a chain. Now,

if the question ** What is it made of ? " is

asked, it would refer to SET C, and if this ques-

tion is followed by *' Can you tell me? ", on

referring to the number table it will be found

to correspond to No. 3 ; therefore the article

would be a chain made of copper. When an

article is not in any one of the sets the substi-

tuted letter code is used. Of course public

entertainers learn by heart a number of sets,

not only four.

For silent thought transference occasionally

electrical contrivances are resorted to. These

are placed in different parts of the hall, and
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when being pressed by the foot or hand of

the agent v/ill convey a message to a certain

part of the stage upon which the percipient

(who may be blindfolded) rests his foot.

There is another silent method which can be

worked by a confederate who is placed behind

a curtain close to the chair on the stage upon

which the blindfolded percipient sits. The
confederate watches the performer who stands

amongst the audience and reads through a spy-

glass what he is writing on his tablet when

putting down what members of the audience

wish to be done. The confederate then com-

municates the contents of the writing to the

percipient on the stage by whispering or by

an electrical apparatus. The position of the

performer or agent while he is writing in a

clear hand on his tablets with his back to the

stage easily enables a confederate to read the

writing.

Then there is the silent method of a French

conjurer, some of whose performances I have

witnessed, which consists of suggesting or

** forcing " the spectators to do certain things,

each action having a corresponding number

which he conveys to his lady assistant, who is
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blindfolded, by touching her foot with his

after she has come down from the stage and

stands by his side amongst the audience.

The '* time-coding " method consists of

silently counting by the agent and percipient

at the same rate, starting from a preconcerted

signal and ending at another preconcerted

signal. The performer amongst the audience

has in his hand a piece of paper on which is

written the number that he wishes to silently

convey to the other blindfolded performer on

the stage. At the moment that he bends his

head to look at the number he begins silently

counting at a certain rate ; a confederate behind

the scenes begins counting at the same rate

from the moment that the performer bends

his head. When the performer lifts his head

he ceases counting, so does the confederate.

Each number written on the paper is thus con-

veyed, and the confederate communicates the

total to the blindfolded performer by means of

an electrical apparatus or otherwise.

I have attended several performances in

public halls in London at which thought

transference—so-called—was carried out by the

above trick methods,
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Sir Oliver Lodge was present with me at

one of the performances at which the time-

coding method was used. He has sent me the

following note :
—

*' I was with Mr Baggally on one of these

occasions, and took note of the fact that he

could often guess what was being transmitted

by the performers quite as well as they could

themselves. We sat in a box looking at them,

and he often told me before they had spoken

what they were going to say (or words to that

effect).

*' I perceived even without his assistance

that the performance, which was stimulated by

the success of the Zancigs, was an exceedingly

inferior imitation of what thev had achieved,

and was manifestly done by a code of some

kind.

^^0.
J. L."

Some of the methods resorted to by public

entertainers are so ingenious that the spec-

tator is led to believe that genuine thought

transference has taken place. The following

correspondence, which appeared in the spirit-

ualistic weekly paper called Lights illustrates
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a case in point. In the number of Light of the

25th October 1902 there appeared this letter

headed " Thought Transference "
:
—

*' Sir,—A few years ago Mr and Mrs
Baldwin gave the following entertainment in

almost every large town in the three kingdoms.

The public w^ere invited to write any question

or questions they desired to have answered on

a piece of paper, to place it in their pockets,

and keep it there without communicating its

contents to anyone, and then when they went

to the hall their names were called out and their

question answered without the papers leaving

their possession. About fifty such inquiries

were answered each evening without a single

failure by Mrs Baldwin, who sat blindfolded

with her back to the audience. From my
experience and that of my friends, collusion

w^as impossible, and the only way of accounting

for the performance was by thought transfer-

ence or telepathy between Mrs Baldwin and

those of the audience with whom she was in

mental sympathy.

(Signed) ^' C. A. M.*'

Commenting on this letter, I wrote to Light,
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and my communication appeared the following

week. It was to this effect :
—

** Under the heading of * Thought Trans-

ference,' your correspondent, C. A. M., gives

an account of some entertainments by Mr and

Mrs Baldwin, at which he says " (I here

quoted from C. A. M.'s letter, and then

continued as follows) :

—
** I never was present

at entertainments given by Mr and Mrs
Baldwin, and therefore cannot express an

opinion as to the modus operandi in their

particular case, but I would point out that

their entertainments bear a close resemblance

to those given by conjurers. The explanation

of the mystery in a conjurer's case is as

follows :—The conjurer asks members of the

audience to write their questions secretly,

to sign their names at the bottom of the

question, and then to fold the pieces of paper

on which the questions are written and place

them in their pockets. To facilitate the

writing he hands pencils round and tablets

upon which to rest the pieces of paper during

the writing of the questions, or the members of

the audience, if they so wish, can retire into

an adjoining room and write their questions

on a table. The tablets and pencils are then

E
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collected by an assistant who is a confederate,

who then retires from the hall to the room

where the table is. The tablets and table have

false surfaces of leather or other material,

which, on being removed by the confederate,

disclose a layer of carbon paper resting on

another of white paper upon which the

questions have been recorded unknown to the

inquirers. The confederate then proceeds to

read the questions with their respective

attached signatures, and to communicate them

to the blindfolded medium by an electrical

apparatus upon which the medium's foot rests,

or by other mechanical means."

I signed my letter W. W. B. A fortnight

after, the following letter appeared in

Light :
—

** Sir,—With reference to the communica-

tion by W. W. B. referring to the supposed

thought transference, and mentioned by an-

other correspondent, C. A. M., in connection

with the entertainments of Professor Baldwin

(an American conjurer and brother mason),

whom I met in Cape Town on two separate

occasions, permit me to state that (i) if it is

the same Baldwin, he is one of the cleverest
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illusionists in his special line of trick thought

transference, and W. W. B. is quite right.

(2) I know that Mr and Mrs Baldwin did most

of their experiments by trick, because, being

one of the chosen committee to test the so-called

thought reading, I fixed it absolutely as

trickery on the lines indicated by W. W. B.

(Signed) ** BERKS Hutchinson "

I was gratified to read this letter and to find

that my conjecture was correct that the Baldwin

performance was a mere exhibition of con-

juring.



PART III

THE ZANCIGS

SOME years ago there appeared at the

Alhambra Theatre, London, two enter-

tainers—Mr and Mrs Zancig—whose

performances were of so puzzling a nature that

to many who had witnessed them the only

explanation of the results obtained appeared to

be that genuine telepathy was at play. The
Daily Mail newspaper arranged that Mr and

Mrs Zancig should be subjected to a series of

severe tests at its office, and on the 30th

November 1906 these were carried out.

On the ist December the Daily Mail

published a full account of these experiments.

The publication of this and of other accounts

by persons who had witnessed the remarkable

performances of the Zancigs led to a heated

controversy between the correspondents of the
68
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Daily Mail and the Daily Chronicle. Those

of the first paper mostly asserted that the

performance was an exhibition of true tele-

pathy, while those of the second paper declared

that codes—visual and verbal—would account

for the phenomena. Previously to the experi-

ment carried out by the Daily Mail I had

obtained a letter of introduction to the Zancigs

from a friend of mine who had had private tests

with them, but as it was necessary to have the

permission of the manager of the Alhambra

before an interview with the Zancigs could be

arranged, I called at the offices of that theatre,

and saw Mr Scott, the manager. I informed

him that I was a member of the Society for

Psychical Research, which body I told him

took the deepest interest in telepathy. I

handed him a letter that I had written to Mr
Zancig, and on the 29th November 1906 I

received the following communication from the

last-named gentleman :
—

'^ Dear Sir,—I received a letter from Miss

H. A. Dallas, telling me that you would like

to meet us. Now, my dear sir, we would be

pleased to make your acquaintance, and have
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you call for a visit, but if it is for any private

show and to be tried and judged if our work is,

as we represent, * two minds with but a single

thought,' I will have to say No. We have

done nothing since we arrived in London but

have callers to test and try us every day, from

three to four ladies and gentlemen. My wife

and I agreed to all tests they put to us, and all

was quite satisfactory. Personally I do not

care, but it has been quite a strain on my wife.

Should you care to witness our show, you would

be able to see us at ten p.m. on the Alhambra

stage, but if you care to call and see us, and

have a little talk, we both would be pleased to

meet you.—Trusting that I am understood, I

remain, 3^ours sincerely,

(Signed) ** Juuus Zancig ''

Although the contents of the above letter

were of a discouraging nature, I determined

to strike the iron while it was hot ; therefore,

on the evening of the same day I called,

accompanied by my wife, at the flat where

the Zancigs resided. They were at the time

partaking of their evening meal. We
apologized for our intrusion, but by the kind

way that they received us we were soon put
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at our ease. I informed Mr Zancig that I

was miicli interested in telepathy, and that I

had personally carried out experiments in this

branch of psychical research, and that I was

assured of the truth of its existence through

the successes that I had obtained.

Mr and Mrs Zancig impressed my wife and

myself most favourably by their unaffected

and simple manner. After a conversation

which lasted about ten minutes, Mr Zancig

very kindly spontaneously oft'ered to try some

experiments. I will now describe these.

Madame Zancig went to the other end of the

room farthest away from where Mr Zancig, my
wife, and I sat. She faced the wall with her

back to us ; Mr Zancig then wrote with a chalk

a line of figures on a slate w^hich he held in his

left hand, and called out the word " Ready.*'

Madame Zancig immediately named the

figures correctly and in their proper order.

The same kind of experiment was tried

successfully three times. The results might

have been due to telepathy, but I was not

satisfied, as it could have been possible that

the figures were prearranged, or that Madame
Zancig could tell by the sound of the chalk
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what figures were being written . I also had in

my mind the fact that there is a method of

communicating figures by time-coding.

Mr Zancig then asked me to write a double

line of figures. I handed the slate to him, and

after he had called out '^ Ready '* Madame
Zancig proceeded to cast them up correctly.

As Madame Zancig named all my figures

aloud as she was summing them up, this

experiment was of a more complicated nature

than the previous ones ; nevertheless, I was

not entirely satisfied, as time-coding in

putting down the resultant figures by Mr
Zancig, and the hearing of the sound of the

chalk by Madame Zancig when I was writing

my own figures, might have accounted for the

favourable result.

To prevent the possibility of communi-

cating by an electrical or other apparatus

concealed under the carpet, I requested Mr
Zancig to raise his feet from the floor. He
immediately complied by sitting on the table,

where he remained to the last experiment.

Madame Zancig then retired into an adjoin-

ing bedroom with a slate in her hand ; the door

was closed, but not entirely. My wife wrote
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down two lines of figures, the slate was handed

by her to Mr Zancig, who called out '^ Ready,"

and he then proceeded without speaking to add-

them up. Madame Zancig then came into the

room with the correct result written by herself

on her slate. This was a more crucial test

than the last, but still, although visual-

coding was excluded, sound-coding w^hile Mr
Zancig was writing the resultant sum was not

entirely go.

Then followed the experiment of trans-

mitting a selected line in a book. Mr Zancig

handed me a book and asked me to open it at

any page and to point out a line. After I had

done so I handed the book to him. He called

out '^ Ready." Then his wife opened a

duplicate book at the proper page, and read the

line which I had selected. Doubtless the

words of the line were not communicated tele-

pathically or otherwise by Mr Zancig, but

only the number of the page and the number

of the line counting from the top of the page.

Nevertheless, it was difficult to discover by

what method this was done, as Mr Zancig

simply called out ** Ready." There did not

appear to be time for the numbers of the page
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and line to be transmitted by time-coding.

The reader will observe that as the experi-

ments proceeded they appeared to present

increasing evidence that true telepathy was at

work.

The following and last experiment that I

tried on this occasion was the most crucial. I

requested Mr Zancig to go out with me on to

the landing outside the door of the flat. I did

not previously inform Madame Zancig nor Mr
Zancig of the nature of the test that I was about

to put. Madame Zancig remained in the

room with my wife. The door was closed, but

not completely. When we were on the landing

I suddenly drew my cheque-book out of my
pocket, tore out a cheque, and handed it to Mr
Zancig, requesting him to transmit the number.

Mr Zancig observed to me in a whisper that

the noise of the traffic in the street was very

disturbing. This was true, as the hall door to

the street was open. He then remained silent

while he looked at the cheque. My wife then

came out on to the landing, and handed me a

slate upon which Madame Zancig had during

the experiment written the words, *' In the

year 1875." Mr Zancig then said aloud,
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*' This is not what we want ; it is the number."

My wife returned into the room with the slate,

and the door was closed, but not completely.

It was impossible, however, for Madame Zancig

to see her husband. The suspicion arose in

my mind that the number on the cheque might

have been communicated to Madame Zancig

by the words that Mr Zancig had spoken aloud.

I therefore took the cheque that he had in his

hand and substituted another one with a

different number that I tore from the bottom

of mj^ cheque-book. Mr Zancig remained

absolutely silent during the whole time that

this second experiment lasted. My wife again

came out of the room with the slate, upon

which Madame Zancig had written quite

correctly, in their proper order, four of the five

numbers of the second cheque, with the

exception of the last figure, wdiich was wanting,

but just as we were returning to the room

Madame Zancig said, ** There was another

figure; it was four"—which was correct.

This impressed me as a good test, with regard

to the three last numbers of this cheque, which

were different from the corresponding ones of

the first cheque. Madame Zancig could not
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see her husband, and lie remained absolutely

silent while the experiment was being carried

out.

I insert here a note by Sir Oliver Lodge in

which he gives an account of an experiment of

a similar nature, and also of other experiments

which he tried with the Zancigs.

** Independently of the more thorough in-

vestigations of Mr Baggally, I myself was

favoured with a private interview with the

Zancigs, who were friendly and considerate

and helpful ; and I tried the experiment of

having Mrs Zancig outside the room, though

with door open, and Mr Zancig with me and

quite silent. I wrote five or six figures on

a slate, taking care to make no noise, and Mrs
Zancig failed to get them correctly. Zancig

seemed distressed at that, and after a little

time groaned out, * Oh, surely you can do

this
'

; almost immediately after which Mrs
Zancig came into the room with the correct

figures written on her slate. It was difficult

to see how the sentence had conveyed the

figures, but it was instructive to find that

utterance of some kind seemed necessary. It

was partly this, and partly the manifest
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difficulty of eliminating all possibilities of

code between a pair of performers accustomed

to go about together, with years of experience

behind them, that prevented me from doing

what I probably ought to have done, though

circumstances did not render it very easy,

namely, to make a serious study of the Zancig

phenomena.
** Moreover, I questioned Mr Zancig about

codes, and found that he was familiar with a

great many. He was quite frank about it,

and rather implied, as 1 thought, that at times

he was ready to use any code or other normal

kind of assistance that might be helpful,

though he assured me that he found that he

and his wife did possess a faculty which they

did not in the least understand, but which

was more efficient and cjuicker than anything

they could get by codes. On the whole, I

think this extremely likely, but the rapidity

and the certainty and dependableness of the

power went far beyond anything that I could

imagine as possible between people who
depended on supernormal faculty alone. But

if there was a mixture of devices between

people so skilled, I despaired of bringing the

genuine part of the phenomenon to a dejdnite

issue.
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** I do not think that either this or the

weight of my other avocations are a suflficient

excuse for this neglect, but it certainly was

not easy to get opportunities for careful

investigation. One of the main difficulties

was that they were not free agents, having

entered into contracts with managers whose

financial interests partly depended upon the

continued uncertainty of the public as to the

causes underlying their very remarkable per-

formance. Moreover, I knew that so skilled

an investigator as Mr Baggally was more

favourably impressed with them than I was

myself, and was able to give to them some

considerable time and attention.

** The extraordinary and rapid success with

which Mrs Zancig named one thing after

another, handled or seen by her husband as he

went through the hall in their public perform-

ances, is familiar to everybody who attended

those exhibitions ; but one episode which I have

not put on record did impress me as rather

exceptionally good, though entirely unsensa-

tional and unnoticeable at the time. I relate

it here :
—

** The Zancigs happened to come to Birming-

ham for a week during the University Vacation

when I was away. On the last day of their
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performance I happened unexpectedly to return

to Birmingham, and was dining at the chib

with some other men. Some one remarked

that the Zancigs were performing, and

suggested that we should cut dessert and go

and see them ; so we went in the middle of the

performance and sat at the back of the gallery.

Everything went on as usual. Mrs Zancig

was on the stage, blindfolded, I think, though

I attach no importance to that. Mr Zancig

had been through the body of the hall, and was

coming along the side gallery, taking objects

from members of the audience as he went, and

having them described quickly one after the

other as usual, when he caught sight of me at

the back of the gallery, and indicated re-

cognition by a little start. The next object

that he took in hand (a purse or what not) he

said, ' What is this? ' and Madame Zancig on

the stage said ' Oliver.' Zancig shook his

head and muttered, * No, that's what I was

thinking of, but what's this ? ' On which she

said whatever it was correctly, and the per-

formance went on as usual ; my friends in due

time getting their tests efficiently done. No-

body noticed the incident in particular ; it was

over in a second. It conve3red no impression

of anything except of a slight confusion,—an
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error, in fact, immediately corrected,—but I

could not fail to notice that the very unimpor-

tant incident tended in favour of the view that

a power of sympathy or communication between

them was genuine, since she got an undesired

and unintended impression which certainly

was at the moment in Mr Zancig's mind.
^*0.

J. L.'*

Later, on the same evening of the experi-

ment with the numbers on my cheque-book

which I have described above, my wife and

I attended the public performance at the

Alhambra. We were seated at a distance from

the stage. When Mr Zancig came amongst

the audience my wife handed him a piece of

something black, the nature of which it was

difficult to tell at first sight. He stooped down

and asked in a whisper, "What is that?
"

My wife answered, also in a whisper,
** Liquorice." Madame Zancig immediately

called out from the stage, ** Liquorice." No
word had been s]X)ken by Mr Zancig after my
wife had whispered the word ** Liquorice." I

then handed a visiting-card with a double name.

Zancig read to himself in a low voice the last

name, which was Hutchinson, and said,
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*' What is the first name? " Madame Zancig

called out ** Berks "
; this was correct. It

appeared to me suspicious, however, that the

question, '* What is the first name ? " although

appropriate and natural, should contain the

same number of words as there are letters in

the name Berks—namely, five. Therefore

some months after, at another performance,

I wrote the same name, Berks Hutchinson, on

a piece of paper and handed it to Mr Zancig.

This time he asked, ** What is this?"

Madame Zancig replied, ** A piece of paper

with a name." Mr Zancig said, ** Give the

name." She replied, " Berks Hutchinson."

I attended a series of performances at the

Alhambra, and took down the questions and

answers in order, if possible, to discover the

code. On witnessing a first performance the

spectator might be led to believe that word-

coding alone is at the bottom of the mystery,

but if notes are taken at a number of perform-

ances he will find that the same question is

answered differently time after time.

From my experiments with the Zancigs I

came to the conclusion that although the

alleged transmission of thought might possibly
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depend on a code or codes which I was unable

to unravel, yet their performance was of such

a nature that it was worthy of serious scientific

examination. On the assumption that they

possessed genuine telepathic powers it would

be a pity that the opportunity of investigating

their claim should be missed. I therefore set

myself to work to arrange with Mr Alfred

Moul, managing director of the Alhambra, and

Mr Zancig for some exi:>eriments to be tried

before a Committee of the members of the

Society for Psychical Research.

An article appeared in the Daily Mail,

inspired evidently by Mr Moul, from which

I now quote :
—

*' We have suggested to Mr Zancig that in

preference to inquiries into telepathy by un-

skilled persons he should place himself in the

hands of the Society for Psychical Research,

of which Mr Gerald Balfour is the President,

and of which Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir William

Crookes, and other distinguished scientists

are leading members. Mr Zancig has informed

us that he has already received a communica-

tion from that Society, and that he was entirely
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willing to place himself and Madame Zancig

at the disposal of the Society for a thoroughly

scientific series of tests
.

"

The investigation by the Society for

Psychical Research, at which I was present,

took place on the i8th January 1907. I regret

that I cannot give an account of what took

place at this meeting, as it was mutually

arranged between Mr Moul and the S.P.R.

that the results should not be divulged. They

appeared, however, sufficiently favourable to

some of the members present (though not to

all) to induce them to subsequently form an

.unofficial Committee to carry out further tests.

These unofficial experiments did not take place

till 26th July 1907.

In the meantime I continued my own private

experiments. A striking one is the following.

I was in the balcony of the Alhambra on the

19th January 1907, and when Mr Zancig came

to that part of the house I handed him a piece

of paper on which I had written the word
** Istapalapan.*' I took care that he should

not see the word previously to my giving him

the paper. Zancig remarked to me in a
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whisper, " This is a long word." Owing to

the distance from his wife it could not have

been possible for her to overhear these words.

Then Mr Zancig called out, " Spell this."

Madame Zancig immediately wrote on the

blackboard which was on the stage ** Istapala,"

and when she came to the second ** p " she

wrote **
f " and then ** san." I have often

noticed that when Madame Zancig makes a

mistake in a letter or number there is a simil-

arity in the form of the letter or number to that

which was to be transmitted ; thus, she would

put down **f" for ** p," **
7 " for '* 9."

" fsan " in this case is very like ** pan," and

Mr Zancig may have mistaken the letters. I

fail to understand how in this experiment he

was able to code such a long word as

*' Istapalafsan " by the simple words ** Spell

this." It would appear as if Madame Zancig

really saw what Mr Zancig was looking at.

The reader will recollect that in his preliminary

remarks at each of his performances Zancig

says, ** What I see, Madame Zancig st^s.*^

I have several times observed this alleged

peculiarity, notably so on the occasion of the

t^sts at the Gramophone offices, which took
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place oil tlie 22ncl February 1907, and at

which I was one of the members of the

Committee. Mr and Mrs Zancig were divided

by a large screen. They could not see each

other. A recording trumpet was placed near

each, into which they spoke. A table was

placed by the side of Mr Zancig on which a

great number of articles had been placed by the

members of the Committee. Madame Zancig

with great rapidity named the articles as Mr
Zancig took them up in answer to his ** What
is this? and this? '* etc. An incident which

struck me as remarkable was the following.

Mr Zancig raised a pencil, saying, *' What is

this ?
'

' and after Madame Zancig had correctly

stated what it was, he took up immediately (not

in the vicinity of the pencil, but some distance

from it) a case, and said, *^ And this? ** In-

stead of naming the article Madame Zancig

proceeded to enumerate in their proper order

the articles that lay between the two articles

which Mr Zancig had taken up. Thus, a

pencil, a seal, a penknife, a case. It appeared

as if Madame Zancig had actually seen the

articles over which her husband had passed his

hand.
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An excellent test was the following. Dr
W. M*Dougall, a member of tlie Council of

the S.P.R., who was present at these tests,

borrowed a book from one of the members of

the Committee. He came to the side of the

screen where Mr Z^ncig stood, opened the book

at a certain page, then pointed to the middle

of a line in the centre of the page. Mr Zancig,

without taking the book in his hand, glanced

at the line, then Dr M^Dougall shut the book,

took it to the other side of the screen, and

handed it closed to Madame Zancig. Mr
Zancig remained absolutely silent, placed his

hand against his forehead, and appeared to

make a strong mental effort. Madame
Zancig, after the lapse of a minute, opened the

book at the proper page and began reading at

the word in the middle of the line that had been

chosen by Dr M'Dougall. Some members of

the Committee and I stood quite close to Mr
Zancig. We did not hear him utter a sound.

He could not be seen by Madame Zancig

owing to the screen.

I was present at the matinee performance

given under the auspices of the Daily Mirror

newspaper at the Alhambra. Dr H., principal
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surgeon of a well-known hospital, handed to

Mr Zancig a set of skeins of silk of different

colours. These were then passed on to

Madame Zancig, who w^as on the stage. Dr

H. pointed silently to a skein of silk of a

corresponding set which he had retained, and

which he took care Madame Zancig could not

see. Mr Zancig, who preserved absolute

silence, and remained motionless, looked at

the colour of the skein, and in the space of half

a minute his wife picked out a skein of the

corresponding colour from the set that she had

in her possession. This test was tried success-

fully three times. I particularly took note

that Mr Zancig remained silent and motionless,

retaining the same position of his body

during the course of the three experiments.

I have tried tests w^ith Mr and Madame
Zancig in the transmission of diagrams. I

took with me to a private house to which I

was invited an envelope containing cards with

diagrams on them. Madame Zancig sat

behind a large screen at the end of the room.

By her side sat a lady, a friend of mine, who

watched Madame Zancig and saw that she did

not move from her chair. Mr Zancig stood
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close to me near the other end of the room. I

presented the envelope to him, retaining it in

my hand. He drew ont one of the cards on

which was a diagram not known either to him

or to me till he looked at it. He fixed his gaze

intently on it, remained motionless, and in a

whisper said to me, '* Please say ready." I

called ont, ** Ready," and his wife then drew

a diagram on a piece of paper, at the same time

saying, ** Something like half a moon."

^
Mr. Zancig's Diagram

Madame Zancig's Drawing

Mr Zancig then drew another card from the

envelope. This time he did not speak, but

nodded his head once, and I called out,

** Ready." Madame Zancig thereupon ob-

served, ** It is a square within a square."
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The diagram that Mr Zancig was looking at

was this :

CZI

his wife drew this :

Two more cards were then drawn, but Madame
Zancig did not succeed ; she got absolutely

wrong drawings.

At a public performance at Eastbourne I

handed Mr Zancig this diagram :

V a -\- X

He called out, *' Draw this." Madame
Zancig, who was on the platform, said, ** It is

something like this
. '

' She made a motion with

her right arm like drawing a capital V ; she

then drew it on the blackboard. After this
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she slowly drew a horizontal line through the

V, thus

:

V
Mr Zancig said, *' Give the number." She

then placed a 2 in the proper position. He
then called out, ** Give the rest." She there-

upon placed the a under the line, thus :

A^
a

Mr Zancig said, '* What more? " His wife

placed the sign of -f correctly, hut she rubbed

it out several times as if in doubt. Finally

she put down the sign of + and a capital X, so

that her drawing appeared like this :

"X^t:

I have had many other experiments with this

gifted couple, but have not yet obtained the

crucial test of getting Mr Zancig to be in a

distant room with closed doors, while his wife

was in another room. The possibility of their
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using a sound code at one time and a visual code

at another is therefore not entirely precluded.

Although I have been quite unable to dis-

cover the methods by which they can possibly

communicate when a visual and a sound code

are not detected, yet I will reserve my ultimate

opinion until I obtain tests under the crucial

conditions that I have named.

Not only did I personally meet with difficul-

ties in endeavouring to explain the perform-

ances of Mr and Madame Zancig, but also the

members of the unofficial Committee that I

have referred to. I now give an extract from

our unofficial report.

**
. . . It must be remembered that the

antecedent probabilities in favour of a code to

explain all performances of this kind are

enormous

.

** While we are of opinion that the records

of experiments in telepathy made by the

Society for Psychical Research and others

raise a presumption for the existence of such

a faculty at least strong enough to entitle it

to serious scientific attention, the most hopeful

results hitherto obtained have not been in any

way comparable as regards accuracy and
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precision with those produced b}^ Mr and

Madame Zancig. Further, there is, so far as

we are aware, no case of any public performers

(inchiding certain recent examples) where the

use of a code or apparatus has not been more

or less readily discoverable or clearly to be

inferred. In considering, therefore, the claim

of Mr and Madame Zancig to the possession of

a genuine telepathic faculty, one is faced by the

initial difficulty that such a faculty must be

regarded as unique in quality, and Mr and

Madame Zancig themselves as unique in kind,

a difficulty on the force of which it is not

necessary to insist. On the other hand, the

difficulty of suggesting by what method, if not

by telepathy, they communicate is consider-

able. Those who' have only witnessed the

public theatre performances, clever and per-

plexing as these are, will not appreciate how
hard it is to offer any plausible explanation of

their modus operandi,''

In conclusion, I would wish to point out that

the establishment of the fact that telepathy is

a scientific truth would have bearings of the

greatest importance.

It would show that the transmission of
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thought could occasionally be effected other-

wise than by the ordinary sense channels.

It would change the materialistic conception

that thought only acts within the limits of the

brain

.

It would modify the materialistic scientific

view of the relation of mind to matter.

I trust that what I have written will act as

an incentive to some of my readers to try

experiments in this branch of psychical

research.' It is not enough that a few indi-

viduals by patient inquiry and experiment

should have been convinced of the reality of

telepathy. What is wanted is that scientific

men generally, by the record of an overwhelm-

ing number of experiments under the strictest

test conditions, should be convinced of its

truth. Once let them be so, then public con-

viction will in due time follow.

Meanwhile I feel bound to state that, in spite

of initial improbability, the experiences which

I myself have had, as partly narrated in this

book, especially those briefly summarized in

' Information relating to cases of genuine telepathy may be

sent to the Secretary of the Society for Psychical Research,

20 Hanover Square, London, who will be pleased to investig'ate

thenn,
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Part I, have convinced me that the telepathic

faculty does exist, and that its detection is a

genuine extension of scientific knowledge;

though much more will have to be done before

the bare fact receives its explanation and is

permanently incorporated in a coherent system

of Science.
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15J. net.

Selous (Edmund). TOMMY SMITH'S
ANIMALS. Illustrated. Eighteenth Edi-
tion. Fcap. Zvo. y. 6d. net.

TOMMY SMITH'S OTHER ANIMALS.
Illustrated. Eleventh Edition. Fcap. 8vo.

3 s. 6d. net.

MMY SMITH AT THE ZOO. Illus-

trated. Fourth Edition. Fcap. &vo.

TOMMY SMITH AGAIN AT THE ZOO.
Illustrated. Secofid Edition. F'cap. ivo.
zs. 9<f.

JACK'S INSECTS. Illustrated. Cr.Soo. 6t.
net.

JACK'S INSECTS. Popular Edition. Vol.
I. Cr. Zvo. IS. 6d.

Shelley (Percy Bysshs). POEMS. With
an Introduction by A. Clutton-Brock and
Notes by C. D. Locock. Two Volumes.
Demy Zvo. £1 is. net.

Smith (Adam), THE WEALTH OF
NATIONS. Edited by Edwin Cannan.
Two Volumes. Second Edition. Demy
Zvo. £1 5J. net.

StOYenson (R. L,). THE LETTERS OF
ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON. Edited
by Sir Sidney Colvin. A New Re-
arranged Edition in/our volumes. Fourth
Edition. Fcap. Zvo. Each 6s. net

Surtees (R. S.). HANDLEY CROSS.
Illustrated. Ninth Edition. Fcap. Zvo.
js. 6d. net.

MR. SPONGE'S SPORTING TOUR.
Illustrated. Fifth Edition. Fcap. Zvo.
js. 6d. net.

ASK MAMM.\: or, THE RICHEST
COMMONER IN ENGLAND. Illus-

trated. Second Edition. Fcap. Zvo. ys. 6d,
net.

JORROCKS'S JAUNTS AND JOLLI-
TIES. Illustrated. Seventh Edition.
Fcap. Zvo. 6s. net.

MR. FACEY ROMFORD'S HOUNDS.
Illustrated. Third Edition. Fcap. Zvo.
ys. 6d. net.

HAWBUCK GRANGE ; or, THE SPORT-
ING ADVENTURES OF THOMAG
SCOTT, Esq. Illustrated. Fcap. Zvo.
6s. net.

PLAIN OR RINGLETS? Illustrated.

Fcap. Zvo. "JS. 6d. net.

HILLINGDON HALL. With 12 Coloured
Plates by Wildrake, Heath, and Jbllk-
COH. Fc'ip. Zvo. JS. 6d. ti4t.
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Tlleaton (Mary W.). DAILY STRENGTH
FOR DAILY NEEDS. Twenty-sixth
Edition. Medium ittno. 3J. t>d. net.

Underhill (Byelyn). MYSTICISM. A
Study in the Nature and Development of
Man's Spiritual Consciousness. Eighth
Edition. Demy ivo. 15*. net.

Yardon (Harry). HOW TO PLAY GOLF.
Illustrated. Thirteenth Edition. Cr. 8w.
Ss. net.

Waterhouse (Elizabeth). A LITTLE
BOOK OF LIFE AND DEATH.
Twentieth Edition. Small Pott ivo.
Clothy 2S. 6d. net.

Wells (J.). A SHORT HISTORY OF
ROME. Seventeenth Edition. With 3
Maps. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

Wilde (Oscar). THE WORKS OF OSCAR
WILDE. Fca/>. Zvo. Each ts. td. net.

I. Lord Arthur Savile's Crime and
THE Portrait ok Mr. W. H. ii. The
Duchess of Padua, in. Poems, iv.

Lady Windermere's Fan. v. A Woman
OF No Importance, vi. An Ideal Hus-

band. VII. The Importance of Being
Earnest. viii. A House of Pome-
granates. IX. Intentions, x. De Pro-
FUNDis AND Prison Letters, xi. Essays.
XII. Salom6, a Florentine Tragedy,
and La Sainte Courtisane. xiii. A
Critic in Pall Mall. xiv. Selected
Prose of Oscar Wilde, xv. Art and
Decoration.

A HOUSE OF POMEGRANATES. Illus-

trated. Cr. 4to. 21s. net.

Wood (Lieut. W. B.) and Edmonds (Ool.

J. E.). A HISTORY OF THE CIVIL
WAR IN THE UNITED STATES
(1861-65). With an Introduction by Spenser
Wilkinson. With 24 Maps and Plans.
Third Edition. Demy &vo. 15J. net.

Wordsworth (W.). POEMS. With an
Introduction and Notes by Nowell C.
Smith. Three Volumes. Demy 8z>o. lis.

net.

Yeats (W. B.). A BOOK OF IRISH
VERSE. Fourth Edition. Cr. Svo.

js. net.

Part II.—A Selection of Series

Ancient Cities

General Editor, Sir B. C. A. WINDLE
Cr. Svo. 6s. net each volume

"With Illustrations by E. H. New, and other Artists

Bristol. Canterbury. Chester. Dub-
|
Edinburgh. Lincoln. Shrewsbury.

LIN. Wellc and Glastonbury.

The Antiquary's Books

General Editor, J. CHARLES COX
Demy Svo. los. 6d. net each volume

With Numerous Illustrations

Ancient Painted Glass in England.
Archeology and False Antiquities.
The Bells of England. The Brasses
OF England. The Castles and Walled
Towns of England. Celtic Art in
Pagan and Christian Times. Church-
wardens' Accounts. The Domesday
Inquest. English Church Furniture.
English Costume. English Monastic
Life. English Seals. Folk-Lore as
an Historical Science. The Gilds and
Companies of London. The Hermits
AND Anchorites of England. The

Manor and Manorial Records. The
MEDiiEVAL Hospitals of England.
Old English Instruments of Music.
Old English Libraries. Old Service
Books of the English Church. Parish
Life in MEoiiSVAL England. The
Parish Registers of England. Re-
mains OF the Prehistoric Age in Eng-
land. The Roman Era in Britain.
Romano-British Buildings and Earth-
works. The Royal Forests of Eng-
land. The Schools of Medieval Eng-
land. Shrinks of British Saints.
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The Arden Shakespeare
General Editor, R. H. CASE
Demy Svo. 6s. net each 7wlume

An edition of Shakespeare in Single Plays ; each edited with a full Introduction,

Textual Notes, and a Commentary at the foot of the page.

Classics of Art
Edited by Dr. J. H. W. LAING

With numerous Illustrations. Wide Royal Svo

The Art of the Greeks, 15s. net. The
Art of the Romans, i6j. net. Chardin,
15^. net. Donatello, i6j. net. George
RoMNEY, 155. net. Ghirlandaio, isj. net.

Lawrence, 25^. net. Michelangelo, 15*.

net. Raphael, 15J. net. Rembrandt's
Etchings, Two Vols., 25^. net. Tintor-
etto, \ts. net. Titian, i6j. net. Turner's
Sketches and Drawings, isj. net.

Velazquez, 155. net.

The 'Complete' Series

Fully Illustrated, Demy Svo

The Cojviplete Amateur Boxer, ioj. 6d.

net. The Complete Association Foot-
baller, \os. 6d. net. The Complete
Athletic Trainek, 10s. 6d. net. The
Complete Billiard Player, 12s. td.
net. The Complete Cook, ioj. (id. net.

Thr Complete Cricketer, \os. dd. net.

The Complete Foxhunter, i6j. net.

The Complete Golfer, tzs. 6d. net.

The Complete Hockey-Player, ioj. 6d.

net. The Complete Horseman, izj. 6d.

net. The Complete Jujitsuan, <,s. net.
The Complete Lawn Tennis Player,
I2J. (sd. net. The Complete Motorist,
los. 6d. net. The Complete Mountain-
eer, 16s. net. The Complete Oarsman,
iSJ. net. The Complete Photographer,
15J. net. The Complete Rugby Foot-
baller, on the New Zealand System,
12s, 6d. net. The Complete Shot, 16s.

net. The Complete Swimmer, ios. 6d,
net. The Complete Yachtsman, 16s. net.

The Connoisseur's Library

With numerous Illustrations. Wide Royal Svo. 25^. net each volume

English Coloured Books. English Fur-
niture. Etchings. European Enamels.
Fine Books. Glass. Goldsmiths' and
Silversmiths' Wokk. Illuminated

Manuscripts. Ivories. Jewellery.
Mezzotints. Miniatures. Porcelain.
Seals. Wood Sculpture.

Handbooks of Theology
Demy Svo

The Doctrine of thk Incarnation, 155.

net. A History of Early Christian
Doctrine, i6j. net. Introduction to
THE History of Religion, 12s. dd. net.

An Introduction to the History of

the Creeds, us. 6d. net. The Philosophy
of Religion in England and America,
X3s.6d.net. The XXXIX Articles of
the Church of England, 15^. net.

Health Series

Fcap. Svo. 2s. 6d. net

The Baby. The Carb of the Body. The
Care of the Teeth. The Eyes of our
Children. Health for the Middle-
Aged. The Health of a Woman. The
Health of the Skin. How to Lrvs

Long. The Prevention of the Common
Cold. Staving the Plague. Throat
AND Ear Troubles. Tuberculosis. The
Health of the Child, a*, ntt.
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Leaders of Religion

Edited by H. C. BEECHING. With Portraits

Crown Svo. 3J. net each volume

The Library of DeYotion

Handy Editions of the great Devotional Books, well edited.

With Introductions and (where necessary) Notes

Small Pott Svo, cloth^ 3^. net and 3^. 6^. net

Little Books on Art

With many Illustrations. Demy i6mo. Js. net each volume

Each volume consists of about 200 pages, and contains from 30 to 40 Illustrations,

including a Frontispiece in Photogravure

Albrecht DtJRER. The Arts op Japan.
Bookplates. Botticelli. Burne-Jones.
Cellini. Christian Symbolism. Christ
IN Art. Claude. Constable. Corot.
Eaklv English Water-Colour. Ena-
mels. Frederic Leighton. George
RoMNBY. Greek Art. Greuze and

Boucher. Holbein. Illuminated
Manuscripts. Jewellery. John Hopp-
NER. Sir Joshua Reynolds. Millet.
Miniatures. Our Lady in Art. Raphael,
Rodin. Turner. Vandyck. Velazquez.
Watts.

The Little Guides

With many Illustrations by E. 11. New and other artists, and from photographs

Small Pott Svo. 4s. net and 6s. net

Guides to the English and Welsh Counties, and some well-known districts

The main features of these Guides are (i) a handy and charming form
; (2)

illustrations from photographs and by well-known artists ; (3) good plans and
maps ; (4) an adequate but compact presentation of everything that is interesting

in the natural features, history, archaeology, and architecture of the town or

district treated.

The Little Quarto Shakespeare

Edited by W. J. CRAIG. With Introductions and Notes

Pott i6mo. 40 Volumes. Leather, price is. gd. net each volume

Clcthy IS. 6d.

Nine Plays

Fcap. Svo. 35. 6d. net

Across the Border. Beulah. Marie Dix.

Cr. Zvo.

Honeymoon, The. A Comedy in Three Acts.

Arnold Bennett. Third Edition.

Great Adventure, The. A Play of Fancy in

Four Acts. Arnold Bennett, Fifth Edition.

Milestones. Arnold Bennett and Edward
Knoblock. Ninth Edition.

Ideal Husband, An. Oscar Wilde. Acting
Edition.

Kismet. Edward Knoblock. Fourth Edi-
tion.

Typhoon. A Pla^ in Four Acts. Melchior
Lengyel. English Version by Laurence
Irving. Second Edition.

Ware Case, The. George Pleydell.

General Post. J. E. Harold Terry. Stctmd
Edition.
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Sports Series

Illustrated. Fcap. %vo. 2s. net and 3j. net

All About Flving, 3J. rut. Golf Do's
AND Dont's. The Golfing Swing. How
TO Swim. Lawn Tennis, 3J. net. Skat-

ing, 3J. net. Cross-Country Ski-ing, 5J.

tut. Wrestling, 2s. net. Quick Cuts
to Good Golf, 2s. 6d. net.

The Westminster Gommentariea
General Editor, WALTER LOCK

Demy 8vo

Apostles, i6j. «//.

I. Corinthians, 8s.

iSs. net. EzEKiEL,
12J. td. net. Genesis, i6j, net. Hebrews,
8x. td, net. Isaiah, i6j. net. Jeremiah,

Thk Acts of thb
Amos, 8j. td. net.

td. net. Exodus,

i6j. net. Job, %s. 6d. net. The Pastoral
Epistles, &s. 6d. net. The Philippians,
8s. 6d. net. St. James, 8j. 6d. net. St.
Matthew, 15j. net.

Methuen's Two-Shilling Library

Cheap Editions of many Popular Books
Fcap. 8vo

Part III.—A Selection of Works of Fiction

Bennett (Arnold)—

Clavhanger, Sir. net. Hilda Lessways,
8s. td. net. These Twain. The Card.
The Regent : A Five Towns Story of
Adventure in London. The Price of
Love. Buried Alive. A Man from the
North. The Matador of the Five
Towns. Whom God hath Joined. A
Great Man : A Frolic. A II 7s. 6d. net.

Birmingham (George A.)—
Spanish Gold. The Search Party.
Lalagb's Lovers. The Bad Times. UP|
the Rebels. A It ys. 6d. net.

Burroughs (Edgar Rice)—

Tarzan of the Apes, 6*. net. The
Return of Tarzan, 6s. net. The Beasts
OF Tarzan, ts. net. The Son of Tarzan,
6*. net. Jungle Tales of Tarzan, ds.

net. Tarzan and the Jewels of Opar,
6*. net. Tarzan the Untamed, 7J. td. net.

A Princess of Mars, ds. net. The Gods
OF Mars, dy. net. The Warlord of
Mars, 6s. net.

Gonrad (Joseph). A SET OF SIX. Fourth
Edition. Cr. 8vo. ys. 6d. net.

VICTORY: An Island Tale. SijctA
Edition. Cr. 8vo. ()s. net.

Corelli (Marie)—
A Romance op Two Worlds, 7s. 6d. net.
Vendetta: or. The Story of One For-
gotten, 8s. net. Thelma : A Norwegian
Princess, 8s. 6d. net. Ardath : The Story
of a Dead Self, 7s. 6d. net. The Soul of
LiLiTH, 7s. 6d. net. Wormwood : A Drama
of Paris, 8s. net. Baraebas : A Dreain of
the World's Tragefly, 8s. net. The Sorrows
OF Satan, 7s. dd. tut. The Master-
Christian, 8s. 6d. tut. Temporal Power :

A Study in Supremacy, 6s. net. God's
Good Man : A Simple Love Story, 8j. 6d.
tut. Holy Orders: The Tragedy of a
Quiet Life, 8j. 6d. tut. The Mighty Atom,
7S. 6d. net. Boy : A Sketch, 7s. td. tut.
Cameos, 6s. tut. The Life Everlasting,
8s. 6d. net.

Doyle (Sir A. Conan). ROUND THE RED
LAMP. Twelfth Edition. Cr. 8vo. js. 6d.
net.

Hichens (Robert)—
Tongues of Conscience, js. td. tut.
Felix : Three Years in a Life, 7s. 6d. net.
The Woman with the Fan, ns. 6d. net.
Byeways, 7s. 6d. tut. The Garden of
Allah, 8s. 6d. tut. The Call of the
Blood, 8s. 6d. tut. Barbary Sheep, 6s.
net. The Dwellers on the Threshold,
7s. 6d. tut. The Way of Ambition, 7^.
td. net. Ih the Wilderness, 7s. td. tut.
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Hope (Anthony)—
A Change of Air. A Man ok Mark.
The Chronicles of Count Antonio.
Simon Dale. The King's Mirror.
QuisantA. The Dolly Dialogues.
Tales of Two People. A Servant of
THE Public. Mrs. Maxon Protests.
A Young Man's Year. B'jaumasoy
Home from the Wars. Alljs. 6d. net.

Jacobs (W. W.)-
Many CARGOE.S, SJ. M€t and 2S. 6d. net.

Sea Urchins, sj. net and 3^. 6d. net.

A Master ok Craft, 5J. net. Light
Freights, 5^. net. The Skipper's Woo-
ing, ss. net. At Sunwich Port, 5J. net.

DiALSTONE Lane, ss. net. Odd Craft,

Sj. net. The Lady of the Barge, sj. net.

Salthaven, 5j. net. Sailors' Knots, ss.

net. Short Cruises, sj. net.

London (Jack). WHITE FANG. Ninth
Edition. Cr. Svo. js. td. net.

HcKenna (Stephen)—

Sonia : Between Two Worlds, %s. net.

Ninety-Six Hours' Leave, 75. dd. net.

The Sixth Sense, 6j. net. Midas & Son,
Zs. net.

Malet (Lucas)—
The History of Sir Richard Calmady :

A Romance. The Wages of Sin. The
Carissima. The Gateless Barrier.
Deadham Hard. Alljs. 6d. net.

Mason (A. B. W.). CLEMENTINA.
Illustrated. Ninth Edition. Cr. 8vo. 7s.

6d. net.

Maxwell (W. B.)—
Vivien. The Guarded Flame. Odd
Lengths. Hill Rise. The Rest Cure.
Ail 7s. 6d. net.

Oxenham (John)—
A Weaver of Webs. Profit and Loss.
The Song of Hyacinth, and Other
Stories. Lauristons. The Coil of Carne.
The Quest of the Golden Rose. Mary
All-Alone. Broken Shackles. "1914."

All 7S. 6d. net.

Parker (Gilbert)—

Pierre and his People. Mrs. Falchion.
The Translation of a Savage. When
Valmond came to Pontiac : The Story of
a Lost Napoleon. An Adventurer of the
North : The Last Adventures of ' Pretty
Pierre.' The Seats of the Mighty. The
Battle of the Strong : A Romance
of Two Kingdoms. The Pomp of the
Lavilettes. Northern Lights. All
js. 6d. net.

Phtllpotts (Eden>-
Children of the Mist. Sons of the
Morning. The River. The American
Prisoner. Demeter's Daughter. The
Human Boy and the Was. All7s.6d.Het.

Ridge (W. Pett)-
A Son of the State, 7s. 6d. net. The
Remington Sentence, 7s. 6d. net.

Madame Prince, 7J. 6d. net. Top Speed,
js. 6d. net. Special Performances, 6s.

net. The Bustling Hours, 7s. 6d. net.

Rohmer (Sax)—
The Devil Doctor. The Si-Fan.
Mysteries. Tales of Secret Egypt.
The Orchard of Tears. The Golden
Scorpion. All 7s. 6d. net.

Svinnerton (P.). SHOPS AND HOUSES.
Third Edition. Cr. Bvo. 7s. 6d. net.

SEPTEMBER. Third Edition. Cr. 8vo.

7s. 6d. net.

Wells (H. G.). BEALBY. Fourth Edition.
Cr. 8vo. 7s. 6d. net.

WiUlamson (C. N. and A. H.)—
The Lightning Conductor : The Strange
Adventures of a Motor Car. Lady Betty
across the Water. Scarlet Runner.
Lord Loveland discovers America.
The Guests of Hercules. It Happened
in Egypt. A Soldier of the Legion.
The Shop Girl. The Lightning Con-
ductress. Secret History. The Love
Pirate. All ys. 6d. net. Crucifix
Corner. 6j. net.

Methuen's Two-Shilling Novels

Cheap Editions of many of the most Popular Novels of the day

Write for Complete List

Fcap, Zvo
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